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Ordinary Degree Project 
School Responsible:   School of Computing 

 

Module Overview:  

All students who wish to exit at the ordinary degree stage are required to submit a report together 
with a presentation and a demonstration of their completed work. The project focuses on the three 
stages of system development, namely analysis, design and implementation. The software system 
must meet the requirements of an ordinary degree. Each student is required to generate their own 
project idea. They are then required to expand this idea into a formal project proposal. If the 
proposal is of an acceptable standard the student may proceed with the project. The student should 
produce a project manual, containing details of analysis, design, implementation, testing and 
deployment (if appropriate). The students are provided with guidelines which explain the exact 
requirements of the project. 

An interim report is submitted by the student when the research and analysis phases of the project 
are completed. At the end of the project the student submits the system software and a project 
manual documenting the project. The student also makes a formal presentation of the report and a 
demonstration of their completed work. 

The aim of this module is to enable the student to complete an individual software project. The 
student is required to use the skills that they have developed from previous modules to analyse, 
design and implement a substantial software system. The use of best practice and software tools is 
strongly encouraged. 

 

Learning Outcomes (LO):   

On Completion of this module, the learner will be able to 

1 Select a practical task appropriate to an ordinary degree, 

2 Identify how various techniques and technologies apply to their project 

3 Take a reflective view of their work. 

4 Analyse, design, and implement a software system, 

5 Apply a range of techniques and technologies, 

6 Document the entire system, including testing and a user manual. 
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7 Demonstrate a knowledge of their chosen development techniques and technologies 

8 Develop a consistent and well-reasoned project report 

9 Develop an appropriate set of tests for each stage of development. 

 

Indicative Syllabus: 

The student is free to pick their own project topic, so the precise content is not mandated. However, 
the content must contain a significant software component. 

 

Learning and Teaching Methods:   

Each student is assigned a supervisor. The student must meet the supervisor on a weekly basis. 
The supervisor will provide project guidance. The bulk of project work requires self-study. 

Projects are assessed under a number of categories, which are outlined below: 

• Interim Deliverable (Requirements & Design Document)- the quality of the student’s analysis 
and design work. This deliverable will be submitted before the end of the first semester. 

• Implementation – this is broken down into two areas: 

i. Completeness and Complexity - some projects are by nature technically more 
complex than others. In such cases, these projects are not required to be as 
complete; this category reflects how complete a particular project is, with respect to 
its complexity. 

ii. Achievement - the value and the usability of the project, including the report and 
any software designed and implemented. 

• Testing  - the quality of the student’s testing approach and implementation e.g. unit testing, 
integration testing, user acceptance testing etc. 

• Project Report - the quality of the student’s project report. 

• Presentation- the quality of the student’s presentation of the report and demonstration. 

Total Teaching Contact Hours 13 

Total Self-Directed Learning Hours 174 

 

Module Delivery Duration: 
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This module is delivered over two semesters  

 

Assessment 

Assessment Type Weighting (%) LO Assessment 
(No.) 

Project Submission 100% 1-9 

Module Specific Assessment Arrangements (if applicable) 

(a) Derogations from General Assessment Regulations  

(b) Module Assessment Thresholds  

(c) Special Repeat Assessment Arrangements  

 

Essential Reading: (author, date, title, publisher) 

 

 

Version No:  Amended By  

Commencement Date  Associated 
Programme Codes 

 

# Modules that are to be offered as Stand-Alone CPD Programmes must have an NFQ level assigned 

*Details of the assessment schedule should be contained in the student handbook for the 
programme stage. 

 

Date of Academic Council approval  ………………………….
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